The study examined the determinants of participation in Youth-In-Agriculture Programme (YIAP) 
Introduction
Agriculture is one of the most viable sectors particularly in terms of its employment potentials. It is the foundation for the development of stable human communities, both in rural and urban communities. It provides environmental benefits such as, conservation, guaranteed sustainable management of renewable natural resources and preserved biodiversity (Preshstore, 2013) . The agricultural sector is strategically positioned to have a high multiplier and linkage effect on any nation's quest for socioeconomic and industrial development. Unfortunately, Nigeria's agricultural sector is bedeviled with several challenges such as lack of access to markets and credits, low level of technology especially mechanization, inadequate post-harvest infrastructure (storage, processing, transport), low uptake of research findings by stakeholders and limited availability of improved technological packages especially planting materials and certified seeds (Ministry of Agriculture, 2007) . This has made agriculture unattractive and non-lucrative resulting in decline in the number of youth participation in agriculture (Muhammad-lawal, Omotoesho and Falola, 2009 ).
According to Aphunu andAtoma (2010) , in Nigeria, farming population is aging. It is practically impossible for this aged generation dominating agricultural sector to deliver the expected productivity to meet food needs of the ever growing population.
Agriculture has huge and diverse opportunities potentials that can not only transform the national economy but also tremendously impact the personal lives of the farmers particularly the youth. Ovwigho and Ifie (2009) Programme by the Ondo State Government and supported by World Bank. The objective of the programme was to create employment for the youth through active participation in modern agricultural practices by raising the production efficiency and productivity of the participants thereby taking up farming as a life time vocation.
Although, YIAP in Ondo State has been transformed to programmes such as, Wealth
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Creation Agency (WECA) and New Generation Farmers (NGF), they still maintain same objective of encouraging youth participation in agriculture thereby solving the problem of unemployment among the youths.
Participation is an obvious strategy for the success of any development project. It is a powerful tool for mobilizing new and additional resources. According to Ataneh (2012) participation entails the ability of individuals to have an input in the decision making process and to play a role in measures aimed at improving their quality of life. However, despite the perceived success of this programme the drift of youths from farming to less tedious and more lucrative jobs are on the rise, which creates the need to ascertain the level of participation and identify the determinants of participation in the programme. Furthermore, if agricultural extension is to be repositioned for effective agricultural economic development there is need to identify predictors for youth participation in order to increase youth participation in agricultural programmes.
Several studies have reported youth participation in agriculture. Muhammad-lawal, et al (2009) The main objective of the study was to identify determinants of participation in YIAP with particular highlights on the socio-economic characteristics of the participants; attitudes of participants towards the YIAP; constraints to participation in YIAP and level of participation in YIAP.
Methodology
The study was carried out in Ondo State. Ondo state is located in the southwest geopolitical zone of the country. Its capital town is Akure. Ondo state has eighteen local government areas, the major towns include Akoko, Akure, Owo, Ondo, Okitipupa. Agriculture (including fishing) constitute the main occupation of the people of the state producing both cash and food crops. The main revenue yielding crops are cocoa, palm produce and timber. Tree crops grown include, Kola, rubber, coffee, oilpalm. Arable crops like rice, cassava, maize, yam, pepper, beans, fruits, tomatoes and other vegetables are cultivated.
The population for the study is made up of youths in Ondo State who participated in youth in agriculture programme. The summary of sampling procedure is shown in Table 1 . Multi-stage sampling procedure was used in selecting respondents for the study. Ondo State has 18 local governments areas. Ondo West, Ileoluji/Okeigbo and Ondo East Local Governments Areas were purposively selected because they were local governments having YIAP. In the selected local government areas, the two villages were YIAP have centres were purposively selected.Using the list of participants obtained from the centre, simple random sampling was used to select 30% of participants from each centre to give a sample size of 128 youths. 
X12= constraints

Results and Discussion
The socio-economic characteristics of participants
The result on socioeconomic characteristics of respondents is presented on Table 2 .
It revealed that the age of the respondents ranged between 20 and 39 years, with a mean of 32.0 years, 35.2% of the respondents were between 30 and 34 years, 32.6% were between 35 and 39 years. This implies that most of the participants were matured and below 40 years of age. This is in-line with Muhammad-Lawal, et al (2009) who found that nature of the programme is specifically meant for the youth are for those below 40 years of age. Male respondents were 59.4%, while females were 40.6%. This suggests that males had higher participation than females in the programme which may be due to access to resources. This in tandem with Nnadi and Akwiwu (2008) that male had higher participation in agriculture programmes due to land ownership. A larger percentage of respondents (60.2%) were married this implies that married youth are more likely to participate in agricultural activities than unmarried ones. This is due to the fact that married persons have more family obligations than unmarried persons. This corroborates the position of Kimaro, Towo and Benson (2015) 
Attitudes of Participants towards Youth-in-Agriculture Programme
Results on Table 3 presents respondents' attitude towards YIAP. It revealed that the disposition of the respondents towards the attitudinal statements was in favour of the statements that, YAIP could be a means of introducing new techniques and practices in crop production (3.54); properly organized youth in agriculture programmes may help improve the income of youths (3.52) and active participation in agriculture programmes could raise the production efficiency and productivity of the beneficiaries (3.50). The categorization of respondents' based on attitude towards youth-in-agriculture programme on Table 4 revealed that 68.0% of respondents had favourable attitude towards the programme while 32.0% had unfavourable attitude to the programme.
This implies that a larger percent of respondents had favourable disposition towards
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Constraints to participation in Youth-in-Agriculture Programme
Results on Table 5 revealed that inadequate training facilities were the most severe constraint. This substantiate the finding of Onuekwusi (2005) that Lack of infrastructure and essential input also hinders youth's participation in agricultural and rural development activities. This may be due to inadequate or lack of continuous funding by government; followed by, inadequate credit facilities corroborating the findings of Ouma, De-Groot and Owour (2006) who posit that prominent among problems affecting the use of improved agricultural technologies by farmers is access to credit. While, inadequate extension service was third in order of severity. This is in line with the findings of Aphunu and Atoma (2010) who affirmed that increased agricultural productivity and enhanced farmers income are only attainable when an effective agricultural extension system is put in place. Participation of Youth-in-agriculture programme Table 6 presents distribution of respondents by participation in youth-in-agriculture programme. It reveals that participation was mostly in crop production (1.46), this is in line with the findings of Aphunu and Atoma (2010) . Their participation in crop production could be due to early maturity periods of most crops cultivated and possibly because of quick turnover. This is followed by agricultural business (1. 35) and piggery (1.34) among other livestock. Participation was low in the area of poultry (0.75), snailery (0.05), and goat rearing (0.52), fishery (0.81) this implies that youths are more involved in crop production than livestock production and other agricultural activities. Results on Table 7 reveals that participation in youth-in-agriculture programme was high (57.0%), this may be due to their favourable disposition towards the programme. This suggests that the programme is more likely to be sustainability as participation in development project has been found to enhance sustainability (Ataneh, 2012) . Relationship between the selected socioeconomic characteristics and participation in YIAP Tables 8 and 9 revealed that there was significant relationship between household size (r= 0.291, P≤0.05) years of farming experience (r= 0.532 P≤0.05) and participation in YIAP. This implies that the higher the household size and farm size, the higher their participation in YIAP. This suggests that farming experience could enhance participation in the agricultural programmes in order to improve their skills. Also, significant relationship exists between sex (χ 2 = 7.747, P≤0.05) and participation in YIAP. This is because a higher percentage of respondents were males. This corroborates Nxumalo and Oladele (2013) who posit that male farmers are more likely to participate in agricultural programme because of their access and control over resources. 
Determinants of youth participation in YIAP
Multiple linear regression analysis was used to determine youths' participation in YIAP in the study area. The results from the multiple regression in Table 10 
Conclusion and Recommendation
The study concludes that farm size and years of participation mostly contributed to participation in YIAP. There was high participation in YIAP, youths have favourable attitude towards the programme andinadequate training facilitieswas the most severe constraint. It therefore recommends increased effort by relevant agencies in providing extension education, encouraging female youth participation and harnessing youth involvement in agriculture programme will ultimately reduce ruralurban drift.
